
 

Summary of Faculty Reading Circle- What the Best College Teachers Do 

CHAPTER 1- Introduction: Defining the Best-  

Bain gave some narratives on his descriptions of the best college teachers.  One professor had 

students sitting in the aisles of his classroom just to hear his lectures.   

 

CHAPTER 2: What Do they Know about How We Learn? 

At the beginning of Chapter 2, Bain described an experimental study and found that even when 

confronted with evidence and theories, some students still refused to give up their mistaken ideas 

about motion and held firm to mistaken beliefs (i.e., think like Aristotle rather than like Newton).  

 

CHAPTER 3: How Do They Prepare to Teach? 

Best teachers plan backward. They start with the expected results and build class from there. 

They think about the largest question that the course would address.  They expect more than the 

memorization of correct answers from students. They believe that most students can learn. They 

encourage students to think aloud and provide them feedback. They help students become better 

thinkers and encourage them to deal with important issues and understand concepts. 

 

CHAPTER 4. What Do They Expect of Their Students?  

 Best teachers tend to look for and appreciate the individual value of each student and set high 

standards and convey a strong trust in their students’ abilities to meet them.  They leave learners 

in control of their own education. 

 

CHAPTER 5, How Best College Teachers Conduct Class? 

Create a natural critical learning environment - leaves students with a question: “what’s the next 

question”. Get their attention and keep it.  Start with the students rather than the discipline. Seek 

commitment from their students. Help students learn outside of class.  Engage students in 

disciplinary thinking.  Create diverse learning experience 

CHAPTER 6, How Best Teachers Treat Their Students?  

Best teachers display not power but an investment in the students. Their practices stem from a 

concern with learning that is strongly felt and powerfully communicated.  The most important 

aspect of teaching for best teachers is the relationship of trust that develops between them and 

their students. Best teachers see themselves as students of life.  They treat students the way they 

might treat any colleague, with fairness, compassion, and concern. 

 

CHAPTER 7, How Best Teachers Evaluate Their Students and Themselves? 

Evaluation and assessment should stress learning rather than performance. Learning is a 

developmental process rather than only a question of acquisition. Grading is not a means to rank 

but a way to communicate with students.  The best teachers usually give comprehensive 

examinations. The only way to determine levels of learning is to look in detail at actual student 

performances (the papers they write, the types of questions they can answer, the problems they 

can solve, or the performances they give). 
 


